During a study of losses of sheep to canine predators in south-central Kansas, we surveyed sheep producers no longer in bwineas to determine why they ceased operations. Advancing age and/or poor health and predator problems were the reasons most producerslisted for quitting business.
This study was a small portion of a larger project (Robe1 et al. 198 l) , that evaluated the efficacy of several husbandry methods in reducing sheep losses to coyotes (Canis larrans) and dogs. Descriptions of the farm-flock sheep industry and topography of the study area are presented in Robe1 et al. (1981) . Kansas ranked 14th in sheep production in the United States during 1975-1976 when this study was conducted but the number of sheep produced in Kansas had declined during the previous 15 years (Kansas State Board of Agriculture 1976).
Methods
All members on the Kansas Sheep Association mailing list in a B-county area of south-central Kansas were contacted by mail and requested to participate in our sheep husbandry study. Of those contacted, 225 reported that they were no longer in the sheep production business. Questionnaires were mailed to those 225 former sheep producers who ceased operations between 1973 and 1975. They were provided a list of causes for ceasing operations and asked to check the primary reason. They also were asked to list other contributing factors. Copies of survey forms and cover letters are in Meduna (1977) . Additionally, 12 sheep producers who were cooperating in our 15-month sheep husbandry study sold their operations and the reasons for their doing so were determined.
Results and Discussion
Of the 225 questionnaires sent to former sheep producers in the study area, 122 (54.2%) were completed and returned. Advancing years and/or poor health and problems with predators were the two most commonly listed reasons they gave for ceasing sheep operations (Table 1) . Advancing age and/or poorhealth was listed as the primary cause by 36 (39.1%) of the 92 producers listing a primary cause for ceasing operations, and as a secondary cause by 19 (2 1.1%) of the 90 former sheep producers who indicated contributing causes. Predator problems were listed as the primary cause by 26 (28.3%), and a secondary cause by 17 (18.9%). Switching to other farm operations and unprofitability of sheep production combined were listed as primary reasons for going out of the sheep business by 15 (16.3%) former producers, and as contributing causes by 28 (31.1%). Other reasons for quitting were listed much, less frequently. Of the 12 sheep producers who sold their sheep operations during our sheep husbandry study, 6 did so because of advancing age, 2 because of labor problems, 2 because of economic problems, 1 because of reproductive problems in his sheep flock, and 1 because of predator problems.
Results from our survey of reasons for farm-flock sheepproducers going out of business were similar to results for range operations in the West. Gee and Magleby (1976) noted that few young persons were entering sheep production and that about 10% of the current producers probably would retire within the decade. Gee et al. (1977) predicted a continued decline in sheep producers barring a substantial increase in persons entering sheep production.
Responses provided by former sheep producers in our Kansas study indicated that predators were considered an important reason for going out of business. Predators often have been implicated in the decline of the sheep industry (Early et al. 1974 , Johnson and Gartner 1975 , Pearson 1975 , Gee and Magleby 1976 . Our data support such claims, i.e., 26 of 122 (21.3%) of the producers listed predator problems as the primary reason for quitting the sheep business. That figure may reinforce our finding that 80% of all sheep losses were suffered by 22% of the sheep producers (Robe1 et al. 1981) . Although the 1% average annual loss of sheep to predators in Kansas (Robe1 et al. 1981) is extremely low, averages often are misleading. Higher than average losses experienced by some sheep producers may cause them to cease operations or pursue other agricultural opportunities. A business-mined sheep producer
